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Distill 
Commissioned by the Indiana University New Music Ensemble  

Instrumentation: 
Flute (Piccolo) 
Bb Clarinet (Eb Clarinet) 
Oboe (English Horn) 
Eb Alto Saxophone 
Bassoon  

F Horn (Straight Mute) 
C Trumpet (Straight Mute, Cup Mute, Harmon Mute with removable stem) 
Trombone (Straight Mute, Cup Mute) 
Tuba (Straight Mute)  

Percussion 1:  Bass Drum, Low Tom, Crotales (Two Octaves), Wood Block, Sus. Cymbal,  
  Tam-Tam 
Percussion 2:  Vibraphone (Bow), Crotales (Bow), Marimba,  Sus. Cymbal, Whip 
Harp  
Piano 
Solo Strings  

Proposed Setup:  

  Harp.   Perc. 2  | Perc. 1   Piano 
        Tuba.    Bsn.   Cello.    Vln 1.    |  Vln. 2.    Vla.     Tbn.    Bass.   
      Ob.       Fl.        Horn.  |       Sax.       Cl.       Tpt. 

        Conductor 

The setup is flexible; however, the two groups separated by an invisible line of symmetry 
should be maintained. The tutti strings only play together as a unit two times so optimizing 
their proximity is not a priority. Additionally, the horn and saxophone – who serve as the 
leaders of the two groups – should always be at the front of the ensemble. Should the strings 
be moved to the front row they must also include the horn and sax in the middle and in the 
front.  



iii

Performance Notes:  

 quarter flat  

	 quarter sharp  

 quarter flat, flat  

 quarter sharp, sharp 

• Strings: a square notehead with the instruction “over pressure” is used to indicate when a 
player should create an abrasive, scratchy tone by applying more bow pressure than usual. 
This is canceled out by “ord.” or if the noteheads return to normal.  

• Harp, Piano, and resonant percussion: Resonances have been carefully considered in this 
piece. Places to clear pedals in the piano and vibraphone have been notated – please 
strictly adhere to these markings. The harp and other resonating percussion are requested 
to “l.v.” unless specifically asked otherwise. The final sonority should be dampened 
immediately after the last beat of the piece.  

• Winds:  “T” before a trill indicates a timbre trill. Flutter tongue is abbreviated as f.t.  
• Tuba m. 23-33 has been included as a cue in the Bass part – should the tubist not have the 

ability to perform this passage the bassist will play it.  
• All: Glissandi should start immediately and should be performed continuously over any 

implied durations. 
• Other specific performance instructions are included in the score as they come.  

Dur.:  9:00 

Progam Note:  

Distill is a piece whose materials are greatly inspired by past experiences and events that have 
shaped my artistic impulses in very broad but powerful ways. The piece takes these most 
common impulses and concentrates them into a single movement. However, the title does not 
suggest that the musical materials are being distilled over the course of the piece. The most 
notable impulses dealt with are those that lead me to writing sustained and melancholic music 
with very long and expressive lines; separating the ensemble into smaller ones to be 
manipulated in ways that might not be obvious otherwise; and finding ways to deal with 
dramatic decisions at pivotal moments.  

The ensemble is split into two symmetrical groups – one which is lead by the saxophone and 
the other lead by the horn. The juxtaposition of the two ensembles softens as the piece 
continues allowing them to explore their commonalities. In a very loose sense, the piece could 
be viewed as a kind of “theme and variations” as lines move through new parings of 
instruments, pushing and pulling the music into different ways of being according to their 
own unique qualities and characteristics. 
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The majority of this piece was composed while in residency as a fellow at the Bowdoin 
International Music Festival in Brunswick, Maine. I offer this piece with special thanks to 
David Dzubay, Aaron Travers, Tansy Davies, Derek Bermel, Andrei Pinto Correia, and my 
generous sponsor at Bowdoin Lorna Flynn.
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